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Whereas, The beauty am{ wom{er of a natura[ night sky is a shared exyerience for a[[ humankind that 
encourages interest in science am{ nature, esyecia[[y among young yeoy[e; am{ 

Whereas, Bo yercent of the wor[d's yoyufation, inc[ucfing many yeoy[e in the state of Jvlassachusetts, five under 
a dome of fight yo[[ution - excessive artificia[ fighting at night that disruyts natura[ darkness - am{ may 

never exyerience the visua[ wom{er or ecofogica[ am{ hea[th benefits of fiving under a dark sky, 
yarticufar[y in environmenta[justice communities; and 

Whereas, .'A. recent study that utifized star visibifity estimates by residents around the worfd; found that 
night sky brightness has been increasing by about 10% annua[[y, a rate about five times that 

yrevious[y recognized; am{ 

Whereas, Light yo[[ution has economic am{ environmenta[ consequences, which resu[t in significant imyacts 
on the ecofogica[ am{ human heafth of a[[ communities as recognized by the 

Jvlassachusetts Jvlecfica[ Society; am{ 

Whereas, Jvlassachusetts is home to dozens of nocturna[ wifd[ife syecies that re[y on um{isturbed night 
environments to thrive, with Jvlass'Wi[d[ife am{ foca[ advocacy organizations working to conserve 

them am{ their habitats; am{ 

Whereas, Jvlassachusetts's coastfine, in yarticufar, hosts bird migrations for which a dark am{ starry sky is 
necessary for them to navigate, and [ight yo[[ution too often disruyts this yrocess; am{ 

Whereas, Jvlore than 60 communities in Jvlassachusetts have estab[ished foca[ byfaws to regufate outdoor 
fighting am{ fight yo[[ution; am{ 

Whereas, Internationa['Dark Sky Week aims to raise awareness of [ight yo[[ution and yrovides free education, 
resources, and sofutions to the yubfic 'to encourage the yrotection of am{ enjoyment of dark skies am{ 

resyonsib[e outdoor fighting, 

Now, Therefore, I, Jvlaura T. Jfeafey, (jovernor of the Commonweafth of Jvlassachusetts, 
do hereby yroc[aim .'A.yri[ 21st through .'A.yrff 281\ 2025, to be, 

DARK SKY WEEK 
.'A.na urge a{{ resiaents of the Commonwea{th to take 

cognizance of this event ana yarticiyate fitting{y in its o6servance . 

(jiven at the 'Executive Cfiam6er in 'Boston, this twentyfirst aay of .'A.yri{ in the year two thousand" ana twentyfive, 
ana of the Inaeyenaence of the 'United" States of .'A.merica, the two hunarea ana forty-eighth. 

BY HER EXCELLENCY 
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GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWE 
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LT. GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

WILLIAM FRANCif GALVIN 
SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

(jod Save tfie Commonwea[tfi of :Jvlassacfiusetts 


